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Honolulu police give medical marijuana patients 30 days 
to surrender their firearms, citing state and federal law 


By Kristen Consillio 


kconsillio@staradvertiser.com 


The Honolulu Police De- 
partment is ordering legal 
cannabis patients to “volun- 
tarily surrender” any guns 
they own because pot is still 
considered an illegal drug 
under federal law. 

The initiative continues 
three months after Hawaii’s 
first medical marijuana dis- 


N. Korean 
missile 
test raises 
stakes 

for Hawaii 


By William Cole 


wcole@staradvertiser.com 


North Korea’s test launch 
Tuesday of what could be its 
longest-range intercontinen- 
tal ballistic missile yet seems 
to add further justification to 
the state planning for what 
Officials are still calling the 
“extremely unlikely” possi- 
bility of a strike on Hawaii. 

News of the missile 
launch coincided with a 
news conference Tuesday 
that included the governor, 
state adjutant general, two 
Hawaii mayors and repre- 
sentatives of other islands, 
and state emergency offi- 
cials to discuss the startup 
of an “attack warning” siren 
test Friday and other North 
Korea preparedness steps 
being taken. 

Gov. David Ige said he’s 
not aware of any other state 
conducting such siren tests. 
Hawaii is one of the first 
states to comprehensively 
plan for a North Korean at- 
tack. 

The community needs to 
understand this “will be- 
come the new normal as we 
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pensary opened for busi- 
ness. 

“Your medical marijuana 
use disqualifies you from 
ownership of firearms and 
ammunition,” Honolulu po- 
lice Chief Susan Ballard 
wrote in a Nov. 13 letter to 
one medical marijuana card 
holder. “If you currently own 
or have any firearms, you 
have 30 days upon receipt 
of this letter to voluntarily 


The Pulse of Paradise 


surrender your firearms, 
permit and ammunition to 
the Honolulu Police Depart- 
ment or otherwise transfer 
ownership.” 

In the letter, Ballard cites 
Hawaii Revised Statutes, 
Section 134-7 (a) as the rea- 
son for the move. That sec- 
tion reads, “No person who 
is a fugitive from justice or is 
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TODAY’S ARTIST 


Kaenon Oyasato 
5, Noelani Elementary School 


The Star-Advertiser presents an ornament 
each day through Dec. 23 


Big Promise of 
Little Things 


Change Comes From Everyone 


HAWAI‘I COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
Amplify the Power of Giving 
HawaiiCommunityFoundation.org 


HAWAII REVISED STATUTES, 
SECTION 134-7 (A): 

“No person who is a fugitive from justice 
or is a person prohibited from possess- 
ing firearms or ammunition under fed- 
eral law shall own, possess, or control 
any firearm or ammunition.” 
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Preparations are underway for the annual 
Honolulu City Lights celebration at Hono- 
lulu Hale and the Frank F. Fasi Civic Center 
grounds. The monthlong celebration kicks 
off Saturday with a tree lighting ceremony 
at 6 p.m., followed by the Electric Light Pa- 
rade, Christmas displays, family-friendly en- 
tertainment and more. For information, go 
to honolulucitylights.org. Above, Ala Tini of 
the city Parks and Recreation Department’s 
Division of Urban Forestry moved Santa 
into place Tuesday. At right, Kat Mizusawa 
of the city Department of Human Resources 
decorated a tree inside Honolulu Hale. 


Handle with care 


Shaka Santa arrives at Honolulu Hale, which is all decked out for the holiday season 


Local soup 
experts share 
recipes from 
various cultures 


Black Friday has 
evolved into an 
unofficial holiday 


over the years 


Police release 
Kailua tattoo 
shop owner 
without charge 
in fatal stabbing 


Hawaii auto 
sales keep 
climbing with 
nonluxury SUVs 
ruling the road 
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